
Release - Immediate 

ACQUISITION OF 133,184 
FOR FEDE?&L XLDLIFE 

BC3iES OF L&'JD 
REFUGES APFROVED 

The Iviigratory Bird Conservation Commission, consisting of the Secretaries of 

;i;i;.'t~~~o~~~:,;'::r'::., Senator Pittman and Representative McReynolds, 

has approved&h * . ' . S. Biolo~icsl Survey of 133,X4.66 acres of 

land in 34 migratory bird and upland game refuges. These rePlges are located in New 

York, Texas, Virginia, Delaware, Utah, North Dakota, Iceho, Nevada, Oregon, Lchisi- 

ana, Maryland, ~~ichigon, vyoning, Florida, iviissouri, va.shin&on, Minnesota, Ioma, 

Kississippi, Geor,ein, and New tierrico. 

Most of the lands mere approved for acquisition to consolidate areas previou* 

ly o.pproved and to bring about the complete olvr,ership of lands useful for refuge 

purposes. More than 46,COO acres in one Texas project also niere ,approved for ac- 

quisition. This land r/ill be administered as a complete unit. It is a favorite 

concentration plxe for migratory wnterfowl, and. nlso r7ill prove a valuable sanc- 

tuary for upland game. 
l 

Approvcls include about 4,500 acres in Bnck Bay, Virginia, EL famous spring 

nnd fall concentrstion place for ducks z..nd geese in their migrations from nnd to 

their nesting grounds. This area is nlso in proximity to intensive shooting ground?, 

An extensive area comprising about 2G,COO acres of lsnd in the Charles 

Sheldon Antelope Refuge in northwestern MeTada also vas approved for purchase. 

These lands control practically all the ~wvail,zble w.ter supply in an othernise 
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semi-arid region lrrhere water resources are extremely valuable for filli utilization 

of open range lands which have been set aside by Executive order as an antelope 

refuge. 

Further purchases of privately-olvned lands on the Hart Uountain Antelope 

Refuge in southeastern Oregon also ~vero approved. These tracts control the source 

of vJatcr supply in the midst of 276,4SC acres of public domain :;rithdral*vn by the 

President Tithin recent months as a sanctuary for antelope. 

Furthor progress also xvas made in the solidification of Govornmcnt-olxncd 

lands by the a;oprovnl for purchase of all remaining privately-o~med lands rvithin the 

extcricr limits of the Elk Refuge in Teton C?unty, Vysming, -oopul?rly referred to ,as 

Jackson Hole. 

Lands in the Skngit River Delta, %shingt?n, also xre taken under considera- 

tin Land favorably acted upon by the Commission. This project :-ii11 be an important 

refuge on the P acific Coast fly:ray T-rhcrre opportunities to establish refuges arc 

limitcd,nlthough refuges are badly needed for the protecticn of migratory naterfo:-il. 

A large tract of land in Zontezuma Marsh in Seneca County, Nea York, also 

was considered favorably by the Commission. This migrotor'r bird refuge is small in 

area as compared aith major projects of the Biological Survey in other ports of the 

country, but because of its location and its environment it is a project of impor- 

tance, providing a sanctuary for watcrf?\vl in their migrations r:nd during the nest- 

ing season. 

This refuge is on the flyvsy bctxen James Bay, an estuary of I+ildson Bay, 

and Chesapeake Bay, and is not far from t‘he Grent Lakes and also the Finger Lcakes il 

NW Ysrk, over ;vhich migratory birds travel in flying to the southern :wiintering 

grounds on the South Atlantic coast. 
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